
Journal of Interdisciplinary Islamic Studies    

Vol. 1, No. 1, Mei 2022, pp. 24-29  

                                                            

Learning strategies during the covid-19 pandemic to improve 

Arabic skills 

Ahmadi a,1,*, Alin Hidayati a,2, Alista Ajeng Prindyatno a,3  

a b c Institut Studi Islam Muhammadiyah Pacitan, Jl. Gajah Mada No. 20 Baleharjo, Pacitan 63511, Indonesia 
1 ahmadipct@gmail.com*; 2 alinhidayati@gmail.com; 3 alistaprindyatno@gmail.com  

* corresponding author 

 

AR TI C LE  I N F O  

 

AB ST R ACT  

 

 

Article history 

Received: 12 February 2022 

Revised: 20 March 2022  

Accepted: 30 April 2022 

 This study aims to determine (1) types of Arabic learning strategies, (2) 
the effectiveness of learning strategies which can be applied in Arabic 
learning during covid-19 pandemic. This study is qualitative descriptive 
with secondary data sources. Data collection techniques are carried out 
through document studies through books, journals, website and other 
relevant sources. The results showed that (1) there are kinds of learning 
strategies that can be used to improve students’ Arabic skills during the 
covid-19 pandemic, there are: Intelligences-based classroom 
management and Mimicry memorization to improve Mufradat skills, 
flipped applications and mind mapping to improve Tarkib skills, 
whatsapp and youtube to improve istima' skills, Kallimni program and 
zoom application to improve Kalam skills, e-learning to improve Qira'ah 
skills, canva and google meeting applications to improve Kitabah skills, 
(2) the use of digital or online learning media is an effective leaning 
strategy used in learning Arabic during the covid-19 pandemic by 
adjusting the media to improve what Arabic skills needed. 
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1. Introduction  

The teacher is an element that have an important role in the education system with the main task 
of organizing learning and education. Along with the development of current educational policies, 
teachers must be able to adapt to this. As professional educators, teachers must be able to organize 
quality learning that can produce an educated generation, able to compete globally and morally [23], 
therefore teachers must know the nature of learning to achieve the expected learning objectives. One 
of the efforts to achieve this goal is through appropriate learning strategies according to the theme 
being taught. What to teach, to whom to teach, how to teach, and how to measure success all must be 
planned and arranged in such a way [4] so that it is expected through a strategy learning consisting of 
methods and techniques (procedures) that can properly bridge the process of knowledge transfer from 
teachers to students in order to achieve learning objectives. 

Learning strategy is a form of operationalizing methods, media and facilities that contain styles 
and arts that are carried out by teachers in learning process including rules, steps and facilities [19] 
whose application must be carried out starting from opening to closing in the learning process [3] in 
order to realize the learning objectives, so that learning strategies need to be designed as well as 
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possible. The ability to design learning strategies is a skill that cannot be separated from the learning 
process. A teacher is not only required to teach well but also must be able to plan the learning process 
well [25] in line with the objectives and other components such as learning materials and media. In 
addition, the differences in the characteristics of students require teachers to be able to create learning 
situations through effective strategies [7]. 

Learning strategies are the main factor in improving learning process. In determining application 
of learning strategies, teacher should conduct class analysis, so the strategies used are accordance with 
the needs of students and the material being taught. The position of strategy in learning activities is to 
organize the implementation various selected methods and media and organize teaching materials 
from various sources and students are learning, so learning objectives can be realized effectively and 
efficiently. By using learning strategies, teacher will be easier to determine information and manage 
step by step learning will be carried out.  

Several studies have been carried out by previous researchers to find out effective learning 
strategies used during covid-19 pandemic. The results of previous studies stated that most of the 
effective strategies used were online learning either through synchronous discussion [12] [9] or virtual 
facilities [26] [25]. Based on results of the previous research, this study was conducted to examine 
what learning strategies were effectively used in Arabic subjects during the covid-19 pandemic 

Based on this background, this study was conducted with the aim of knowing (1) the kinds of 
learning strategies that can be used to improve students' Arabic skills during the covid-19 pandemic, 
(2) the effectiveness of learning strategies that can be used to improve students' Arabic skills.   

2. Method 

This study is qualitative descriptive research with secondary data sources. Data collection 
techniques were carried out through document studies through various sources, namely books, 
journals, websites and other sources relevant to Arabic learning strategies during the covid-19 
pandemic. Data analysis was done descriptively. 

3. Findings and Discussion 

3.1. Kinds of Learning Strategies to Improve Students' Arabic Skills 

In general, Arabic learning strategies adapted to the language skills that will be learned in learning 
process. Arabic learning strategies based on language skills are divided into six skills, there are: 
mufradat, tarkib, istima', kalam, qira'ah, and kitabah. The results in Table 1.  showed that there were 
several effective Arabic learning strategies used to improve students' Arabic skills during the covid-
19 pandemic. 

• Learning strategies to improve mufradat skills (maharah mufradat) 

Mufradat skills are students' skills in mastering vocabulary and translating the vocabulary into a 
sentence that can be used to communicate [28]. Mufradat learning is important because mufradat is a 
basic guide and requirement in learning Arabic. In this learning, it is not enough to just memorize the 
mufradat, but students are expect be able to master the mufradat. Students able to translate mufradat 
forms and able to use them in a sentence correctly. Mufradat learning strategies are divided into three 
levels, there are: basic level mufradat learning strategies (mubtadi'), intermediate level mufradat 
learning strategies (mutawassith), and advanced mufradat learning strategies (mutaqaddim). 
Strategies that can be used to improve students' mufradat skills during the covid-19 pandemic are 
through Intelligences based classroom management learning media and Mimicry memorization [28] 
[1] 

• Learning strategies to improve tarkib skills (maharah tarkib) 

Tarkib skills are rules or rules governing the use of Arabic as a tool to understand a sentence [15]. 
The function of tarkib learning is to correct uslub-uslub from nahwiyah errors, assist students in 
sparking what is desired by uslub-uslub who have very thin differences, development of linguistic 
material so that it is easy to understand, build correct bi'ah lughawiyah, maintaining the relationship 
between sentence structure and the beauty of its meaning, minimizing ambiguity and weakness of 



26 Journal of Interdisciplinary Islamic Studies    

 Vol. 1, No. 1, Mei 2022, pp. 24-29 

 

 Ahmadi et.al (Learning strategies during the COVID-19) 

meaning in understanding an Arabic ibarah, equipping students with linguistic abilities, as well as 
arranging the right sentences in making perfect sentences. The tarkib learning strategy is the same as 
the mufradat strategy, which is adapted to each level. At the basic level, this learning strategy uses a 
cooperative approach between two people which is usually called the power of two. The goal to be 
achieved is that students able to distinguish between isim with fi'il and letters. Learning strategies that 
can be used during the covid-19 pandemic to improve these skills are through the use of flipped 
application media and mind mapping [22] [15] 

Table 1.  Kinds of effectivity Arabic learning strategies during covid-19 Pandemic 

Year 
Author Arabic Skills 

Learning 

Strategies 

2020 Rizka Widayanti, Dian Febrianingsih [28]  Mufradat Intelligences-based 

classroom 

management 

2020 Nor Afifah, Sunarto, Moh. Fery Fauzi, Irma Anindiati, 

Talqis Nurdianto [1] 

Mufradat Mimicry 

memorization 

2021 Agus Riwanda, Muhammad Ridha, M. Irfan Islamy 

[22]  

Tarkib Aplikasi Flipped  

2021  Darsa Muhammad, Muassomah [15] Tarkib Mind Mapping 

2020 Aulia Mustika Ilmiani, Marsiah, Yulia Rahmah, 

Mahfuz Rizqi Mubarak [14]  

Istima’ Aplikasi Whatsapp 

(group) 

2020 Hamidah, Marsiah [10]  Istima’ Youtube 

2021 Lisa Khillatur Risalah, Umi Machmudah, Zakiyah 

Arifah [20]  

Kalam Online-based 

Kallimni program 

2021 Ngindana Zulfa [29] Kalam Zoom application 

2020  Apri Wardana Ritongga, Mahyudin Ritongga, Talqis 

Nurdianto, Martin Kustati, Rehani, Ahmad Lahmi, 

Yasmadi, Pahri [21]  

Qira’ah E-learning  

2021 Salsabila Gita Nurani, Utami Widiati [18] Qira’ah E-learning  

2021 Vinda [27] Kitabah Google meeting 

2021  Amrina, Adam Mudinillah, Ahmad Hafiz [2]  Kitabah  Aplikasi Canva  

 

• Learning strategies to improve istima’ skills' (maharah istima’) 

Istima’ skills or listening skills are the ability to understand words and sentences spoken by 
interlocutors or certain media [17]. Maharah istima' is intended as the ability of students to understand 
sounds or utterances in Arabic properly and correctly. The purpose of special learning is to imitate, 
memorize, summarize the main points of his thoughts, and understand the contents. Learning 
strategies that can be used to improve istima’ skills during the covid-19 pandemic are whatsapp and 
youtube [14] [10]  

• Learning strategies to improve kalam skills (maharah kalam) 

Kalam skills or speaking skills are important skills that involve linguistic and non-linguistic 
elements [16]. The purpose of learning kalam includes several things, including ease of speaking, 
responsibility, clarity, forming habits, and forming critical listening. Strategies that can be used in 
learning Arabic during covid-19 pandemic in improving kalam skills are through the Kallimni 
program and the zoom application [20] [29] 

• Learning strategies to improve qira'ah skills (maharah qira’ah) 

Qira'ah skills or language skills are receptive skills through a variety of writings [5]. The target of 
qira'ah learning is to be able to read Arabic text fluently, be able to translate and be able to understand 
it well and fluently. In other word, qira’ah is an activity that includes all forms of reading think, 
evaluate, make decisions, analyze and find solutions to problems. Good reading skills are needed so 
that readers can truly understand the reading text.Strategies that can be used in learning Arabic during 
the covid-19 pandemic in improving qira’ah skills are through e-learning [5] [21] [18]. 
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• Learning strategies to improve kitabah skills (maharah kitabah) 

Kitabah skills are skills in Arabic in the field of writing because they can actualize abilities and 
knowledge to the public [6]. The study of the book focuses on three things, namely: the ability to write 
correctly, improve speech, and the ability to express thoughts clearly and in detail. Strategies that can 
be used in learning Arabic during the covid-19 pandemic in improving kitabah skills are the Canva 
application and google meeting [27] [2] 

These results indicate that almost all the strategies used in improving students' Arabic language 
skills during the covid-19 pandemic are using digital-based learning media in accordance with Arabic 
language skills that will be improved. Through the use various platforms that are integrated in online 
learning, it can provide space and opportunities for students to practice their language skills so the 
teachers must also get used to using digital-based Arabic learning media [13]. 

3.2. The Effectiveness of Learning Strategies to Improve Students' Arabic Skills  

Based on results of the analysis of various learning strategies in improving students' Arabic skills, 
it be seen that online learning strategies are an effective strategy to use compared to conventional 
learning carried out during covid-19 pandemic. The learning media used is adapted to the students' 
Arabic skills to be improved. For example, in improving speaking skills (maharah Kalam), learning 
media is used in the form of the Kallimni program which is an online Arabic course designed for 
students who want to be proficient in speaking Arabic. Thus, in the selection of learning media, it is 
necessary to do a needs analysis in advance of the skill variables to be improved, not just using learning 
media. 

Technology in this century demands the learning process, including learning Arabic by utilizing 
relevant media according to the times [13], so that the world of students in this century tends to use 
technology such as gadgets and smartphones in the learning process. In addition, [11] also stated that 
the use of technology in learning can improve student’s learning outcomes. Therefore, learning Arabic 
during the covid-19 pandemic must also implement digital-based learning by utilizing various 
platforms and online learning media applications in improving students' Arabic skills. Thus, the 
teacher as a facilitator must also be proficient in operating digital media used in the learning process. 

4. Conclusion 

Based on the findings and discussions that have been carried out previously, the conclusions in this 
study are, there are several kinds of learning strategies that can be used in improving students' Arabic 
skills during the covid-19 pandemic, including: Intelligences-based classroom management and 
Mimicry memorization to improve mufradat skills, flipped applications and mind mapping to improve 
tarkib skills, whatsapp and youtube to improve istima' skills, Kallimni program and zoom application 
to improve kalam skills, e learning to improve qira'ah skills, canva and google meeting applications 
to improve kitabah skills.  

The results show that the use of digital/online learning media is an effective learning strategy used 
when learning Arabic during the covid-19 pandemic by adjusting the media used to improve Arabic 
language skills. The results of this study can be a reference for other research that will conduct similar 
research or be an alternative in Arabic learning strategies during the covid-19 pandemic that can be 
carried out by teachers. 

REFERENCES  

[1] Afifah, N., Sunarto, M.F. Fauzi, I. Anindiati, T., & Nurdianto, T. (2020). The implementation of mimicry 

memorization method for novice students in learning Arabic mufradat. Jurnal Al Bayan: Jurnal Jurusan 

Pendidikan Bahasa Arab, 12(2), 263–280. https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.24042/albayan.v12i2.5953 

[2] Amrina, A. Mudinillah, A., & Hafiz, A.. (2021). Pemanfaatan aplikasi canva pada pembelajaran kitabah 

di SMPIT Brilliant Batusangkar Kelas 7. MUHADASAH: Jurnal Pendidikan Bahasa Arab, 3(2), 90–105. 

https://ejournal.iaiskjmalang.ac.id/index.php/muhad/article/view/344  

[3] Anam, S. & Stracke, E. (2016). Language learning strategies of Indonesian primary school students: in 

relation to self-efficacy beliefs. System, 60, 1–10. 

https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.1016/j.system.2016.05.001 

https://doi.org/https:/doi.org/10.24042/albayan.v12i2.5953
https://ejournal.iaiskjmalang.ac.id/index.php/muhad/article/view/344
https://doi.org/https:/doi.org/10.1016/j.system.2016.05.001


28 Journal of Interdisciplinary Islamic Studies    

 Vol. 1, No. 1, Mei 2022, pp. 24-29 

 

 Ahmadi et.al (Learning strategies during the COVID-19) 

[4] Anitah, S.W., Hernawan, A. Herry, Ruhiat, & Toto. (2014). Strategi pembelajaran di SD: hakikat strategi 

pembelajaran. Universitas Terbuka. 

[5] Aprianto, A., Ritonga, M., Marlius, Y., & Nusyur, R. (2020). The influence of using audio- lingual method 

on students’ speaking skill in Madrasah Diniyah Takmiliyah Awwaliyyah. Izdihar: Journal of Arabic 

Language Teaching, Linguistics, and Literature, 3(2), 147–160. 

https://doi.org/https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.22219/jiz.v3i2.12514 

[6] Audina, N.A. & Muassomah, M. (2020). Instagram: alternatif media dalam pengembangan maharah al-

Kitabah. Al-Tarib: Jurnal Ilmiah Program Studi Pendidikan Bahasa Arab IAIN Palangka Raya, 8(1), 77–

90. https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.23971/altarib.v8i1.1986 

[7] Brosh, H. Y. (2019). Arabic language-learning strategy preferences among undergraduate students. Studeis 

in Second Language Learning and Teaching, 9(2), 351–377. 

https://doi.org/http://dx.doi.org/10.14746/ssllt.2019.9.2.5 

[8] Dhawa, S. (2020). Online learning: A Panacea in the time of Covid-19 crisis. Journal of Educational 

Technology System, 49(1), 5–22. https://doi.org/http://dx.doi.org/10.1177/0047239520934018 

[9] Firdaus, I., & Erman, E. (2022). Online learning strategy during covid-19 pandemic to grow science’s 

learning interest. Pensa E-Jurnal: Pendidikan Sains, 10(1), 53–59. 

https://doi.org/https://ejournal.unesa.ac.id/index.php/pensa/article/view/41337 

[10] Hamidah, H., & Marsiah, M. (2020). Pembelajaran maharah al-istima’ dengan memanfaatkan media 

youtube: problematika dan solusi. Al-Tarib: Jurnal Ilmiah Program Studi Pendidikan Bahasa Arab IAIN 

Palangka Raya, 8(2), 147–160. https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.23971/altarib.v8i2.2282 

[11] Harahap, F. Nasution, N.E.A., & Manurung, B. (2019). The effect of blended learning on student’s 

learning achievement and science process skills in plant tissue culture course. International Journal of 

Instruction, 12(1), 521–538. https://eric.ed.gov/?id=EJ1201370  

[12] Hatta, P., Aristyagama, Y, H., Yuana, R.A., & Yulisetiani, S. (2020). Active learning strategies in 

synchronous online learning for elementary school students. Indonesian Journal of Informatics Education, 

4(2), 86–93. https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.20961/ijie.v4i2.46019 

[13] Hilmi, D. (2020). Impact of Arabic online learning in the perspective of how the brain learns. Ijaz Arabi: 

Journal of Arabic Learning, 4(1), 59–73. https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.18860/ijazarabi.v4i1.10442 

[14] Ilmiani, A.M., Marsiah, M., Rahmah, Y., & Mubarak, M. . (2020). Whatsapp group to optimize the 

Mahārah Istimā’ Learning During the Covid-19 Pandemic. Alsinatuna: Journal of Arabic Linguistics and 

Education, 6(1), 16–34. https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.28918/alsinatuna.v6i1.2841 

[15] Muhammad, D., & Muassomah, M. (2021). Respon siswa terhadap pembelajaran tarkib berbasis mind 

mapping di masa pandemic Covid-19. An Nabighoh: Jurnal Pendidikan Dan Pembelajaran Bahasa Arab, 

23(1), 67–86. https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.32332/an-nabighoh.v23i1.3004 

[16] Muna, E.N., I.N.S. Degeng, F., & Hanurawan. (2019). Upaya peningkatan keterampilan berbicara 

menggunakan media gambar siswa kelas IV SD. Jurnal Pendidikan: Teori, Penelitian, Dan 

Pengembangan, 4(11), 1557–1561. https://doi.org/http://dx.doi.org/10.17977/jptpp.v4i11.13045 

[17] Nuha, U. (2016). Ragam Metodologi & Media Pembelajaran Bahasa Arab. Diva Press. 

[18] Nurani, S.G., & Widiati, U. (2021). Students’ perceptions about the online listening course during the 

covid-19 pandemic. A Journal of Culture, English Language Teaching, Literature, and Linguistics, 8(1), 

126–139. https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.22219/celtic.v8i1.16607 

[19] Ragin, G., A. Refando, D. C. & Utami. (2021). Implementasi strategi pembelajaran ekspositori untuk 

meningkatkan hasil belajar matematika di sekolah dasar. CELTIC: A Journal of Culture, English Language 

Teaching, Literature, and Linguistics, 8(1), 126–139. 

https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.22219/celtic.v8i1.16607 

[20] Risalah, L.K., Machmudah, U., & Arifah, Z. (2021). Implementing an online-based kallimni program to 

improve mahārah kalam in the pandemic of covid-19. Alsinatuna: Journal of Arabic Linguistics and 

Education, 7(1), 1–16. https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.28918/alsinatuna.v7i1.4467 

https://doi.org/https:/doi.org/https:/doi.org/10.22219/jiz.v3i2.12514
https://doi.org/https:/doi.org/10.23971/altarib.v8i1.1986
https://doi.org/http:/dx.doi.org/10.14746/ssllt.2019.9.2.5
https://doi.org/http:/dx.doi.org/10.1177/0047239520934018
https://doi.org/https:/ejournal.unesa.ac.id/index.php/pensa/article/view/41337
https://doi.org/https:/doi.org/10.23971/altarib.v8i2.2282
https://eric.ed.gov/?id=EJ1201370%20
https://doi.org/https:/doi.org/10.20961/ijie.v4i2.46019
https://doi.org/https:/doi.org/10.18860/ijazarabi.v4i1.10442
https://doi.org/https:/doi.org/10.28918/alsinatuna.v6i1.2841
https://doi.org/https:/doi.org/10.32332/an-nabighoh.v23i1.3004
https://doi.org/http:/dx.doi.org/10.17977/jptpp.v4i11.13045
https://doi.org/https:/doi.org/10.22219/celtic.v8i1.16607
https://doi.org/https:/doi.org/10.22219/celtic.v8i1.16607
https://doi.org/https:/doi.org/10.28918/alsinatuna.v7i1.4467


 Journal of Interdisciplinary Islamic Studies 29 
              Vol. 1, No. 1, Mei 2022, pp. 24-29  

 

 Ahmadi et.al (Learning strategies during the COVID-19) 

[21] Ritongga, A. W., Ritongga, M., Nurdianto, T., Kustati, M., Rehani R., Lahmi, A., Yasmadi Y., & Pahri, 

P. (2020). E- learning process of maharah qira’ah in higher education during the Covid-19 pandemic. 

International Journal of Higher Education, 9(6), 227–235. 

https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.5430/ijhe.v9n6p227 

[22] Riwanda, A., Ridha, M., & Islamy, M. I. (2021). Digital material EPUB based to understand tarkib: is 

flipped classroom effective? Jurnal Al Bayan: Jurnal Jurusan Pendidikan Bahasa Arab, 13(1), 1–15. 

https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.24042/albayan.v13i1.6143 

[23] Sibagariang, D., Erni M. & Hotmaulina, S. (2021). Peran guru penggerak dalam pendidikan merdeka 

belajar di Indonesia. Jurnal Dinamika Pendidikan, 14(2), 1–12. 

https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.51212/jdp.v14i2.53 

[24] Singh, V., & Thurman, A. (2019). How many ways can we define online learning? A systematic literature 

review of definitions of online learning (1988-2018). American Journal of Distance Education, 33(4), 

289–306. https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.1080/08923647.2019.1663082 

[25] Supena, A., Umboh, D., Tarusu, D.T., & Kalengkongan, J. (2020). Learning strategies in elementary 

schools during COVID-19 in North Sulawesi. Proceeding on Teaching and Science Education, 12–19. 

https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.31098/ictase.v1i1.14 

[26] Syahdan, S., Herlinawati, H., & Marwa, M. (2021). Learning media and strategies used by English students 

in practice teaching during the pandemic. Eternal: English Teaching Journal, 12(2), 107–116. 

https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.26877/eternal.v12i2.9295 

[27] Vinda. (2021). Google meeting sebagai media altenatif di masa pandemi dalam pembelajaran maharah 

kitabah. Alibbaa: Jurnal Pendidikan Bahasa Arab, 2(2), 124–140. 

https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.19105/ajpba.v2i2.4582 

[28] Widayanti, R., & Febrianingsih, D. (2020). Mufradat learning strategy with multiple intelligences-based 

classroom management: case study at SD Al-Kautsar Malang. Lughawiyah: Journal of Arabic Education 

and Linguistics, 2(2), 132–142. https://doi.org/http://dx.doi.org/10.31958/lughawiyah.v2i2.2453 

[29] Zulfa, N. (2021). Utilization of the zoom application in improving Arabic speaking skills (mahārah kalam) 

during the Covid-19 Pandemic. Edulab: Majalah Ilmiah Laboratorium Pendidikan, 6(2), 125–142. 

https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.14421/edulab.2021.62.02 

 

https://doi.org/https:/doi.org/10.5430/ijhe.v9n6p227
https://doi.org/https:/doi.org/10.24042/albayan.v13i1.6143
https://doi.org/https:/doi.org/10.51212/jdp.v14i2.53
https://doi.org/https:/doi.org/10.1080/08923647.2019.1663082
https://doi.org/https:/doi.org/10.31098/ictase.v1i1.14
https://doi.org/https:/doi.org/10.26877/eternal.v12i2.9295
https://doi.org/https:/doi.org/10.19105/ajpba.v2i2.4582
https://doi.org/http:/dx.doi.org/10.31958/lughawiyah.v2i2.2453
https://doi.org/https:/doi.org/10.14421/edulab.2021.62.02

